TT – Travelling Together with Ghanaians in Europe…

Dear Friends,

Mid–June 2022

The first Pentecost – an unbelievable miracle, an international event, proclaimed in advance and yet full of surprises, an event that exceeded all expec–
tations! The Holy Spirit brought a wide variety of people together, who would not otherwise have met or understood each
other. The Holy Spirit still does this today, as He builds His worldwide church from all nations, tribes and languages! His
work will never cease until the Lord Jesus returns.
Early in 2009, I went to Ghana as part of a leaders’ conference with our partner mission SIM, and it was there that I had
my first audience with King Nene Sakite II in Odumase, Kroboland (north of Accra, the capital city). It was his 62nd
birth– day. He invited me in and asked me to speak a prayer of blessing over him – what an honour!
I was at this time tracing the footsteps of Johannes Zimmermann from my hometown Gerlingen, a missionary who had
served in Kroboland: https://www.johannes-rebmann-stiftung.de/cms/en/missionaries/zimmermannjohannes/zimmermann-johannes-life-and-work/ . His love for the
African people led him to translate the Bible, along with 500 hymns (300
of which were his own) and the catechism into the Ga language.
In 2009 when I was travelling back from Kroboland to Accra, I really
wanted to look for the grave of his wife Catherine in the old overgrown
cemetery of the Basel Mission. Despite the tropical heat, my African
companion and I battled our way through the tall grass, which hid the
ancient gravestones. The African used a bush knife to cut a path until at
last we found the memorial stone (Bible Verse: Revelation 21:4) we were looking for. It was a very moving experience!
Earlier I had had a very special encounter in Kroboland: in Odumase, the original Johannes–Zimmermann–Church building is still standing. The new
church, not far from the old one, had not long been completed. At the vicarage, the Rev. Samuel greeted me with
“Servus!” (“Hello” in the Viennese dialect...!) What a surprise! For a number of years he had led the Ghanaian Pres–
byterian Church in Vienna. Having looked round the huge new building, we knelt down together and gave thanks for
what God had started in Kroboland 170 years earlier and which is still going today.
Rev. Samuel and I stayed in touch right up to his unexpected home–call fairly recently. Through my many visits to
Ghana, I have gained a wide circle of Ghanaian friends, mainly vicars and leaders within the Presbyterian Church.
Rev. Seth and his wife Matilda led the afore–mentioned church in
Vienna for quite a while. This is how I came to receive the enquiry
from Rev. Seth whether I would be willing to take part in their
Europe–wide “Presbyterian Church of Ghana” online conference
(19th–21st May ’22). The topic was “Mission and Evangelism in
Post Covid 19 Europe” (see attached). Across Europe, currently
nearly 10,000 active Ghanaian church members are seeking ways to
reach people with the Gospel through their church.
On the evening of Friday 20th May, over 220 participants met via
Zoom from all over Europe: church leaders, vicars, children’s and youth workers, women’s work leaders –
so many different people appeared together on
the computer screen. They are co–workers in local churches in Finland, Sweden, Norway, Great
Britain, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, France,
Italy, Spain and Germany.
The topic given to me was “Mobilizing Funds
for Mission in Europe”. I was very happy to
talk about Biblical examples, creative ideas and
practical experiences from our long time of ser–
vice… How world mission became a vital matter
in the churches where we served… How they
supported their missionaries faithfully, often in spite of great financial need…
The presentation (about 30 mins long, in English) can be accessed using the access code
PCGEUR2005!!: https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/UxVnBXWT4McuCHDbN3UuYDImnwmqqYsm9PywVonxLNvtdyYJd_3UXTCz91_zt-5.EalIgSYwPMGtZRfU
So the Lord is continuing to open up astonishing opportunities for us, using our store of experiences in
world mission far beyond the borders of Austria. Perhaps this is a good preparation for our planned visit
to southern African where we will be for several weeks in the autumn…

THANK YOU sincerely for your enduring interest in our honorary activities.
Your prayers and your financial support are a great encouragement to us!
Yours in His service,

Hans–Georg & Margret

