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TT – ‘Travelling Together’ (69)
“ACCEPT ONE ANOTHER, JUST AS CHRIST ALSO ACCEPTED US TO THE GLORY OF GOD.” (Romans15 v7)

Dear Friends,

April 2015

At the start of March our next door neighbour, an Eisenstadt lady born and bred, persuaded us to join her for a springtime
walk on the hill at Rust (by Lake Neusiedl)… She wanted us to see the first pasque flowers with her! And it wasn’t long before
we found some… These beautiful purple slightly whiskery flowers were poking their little heads out everywhere through the
grass which was still brown. There was also some fresh green chervil and among the grapevines on the hillside overlooking
Lake Neusiedl we even found some wild lambs lettuce. We were amazed at the wonderful wildlife so close to where we live
and the hesitant new spring growth. In the meantime everything is turning green and the blossom is coming out and even the
storms and the showers of soft hail in the last few days has not been able to hold back the new life...!

On the subject of ‘new life’…
Walter Klimt is the spokesperson for the unique alliance of the ‘Free Churches of Austria’ (FKOE) which gained state
recognition as a church denomination in August 2013. In mid March at a meeting of pastors in Vienna he reflected on the
incredible spiritual developments in his homeland. Once it was called the ‘missionaries’ graveyard’, now we are in the midst of
a breakthrough, the like of which this country has never seen… A modern–day Reformation?

Overview of the seminar on “Will we all get to heaven?” (held on 28th February)
Margret reports: Preparing for this seminar at the ladies’ retreat was quite a struggle and I was running out of time…
Besides, I wanted to know what Austrians in this part of the country think about this subject, so together with a good
friend I set off for a big shopping centre. In the first shop I asked the shop assistant to help me with THIS question! Her
answer amazed me: “You’ve really got me with that one! I’ve never really thought about it – I prefer not to think about
death and heaven and hell and all that…” We talked for a short while and I left a little Bible with her together with a leaflet
giving her an answer to THIS question… The next person that I met said, “I won’t go to heaven, but my friend will! I am the
sort that always says ‘No’, but my friend, she always says ‘Yes’. Those who say ‘Yes’ will go to heaven. Besides I will have to
pay for my sins in my next life…” I spoke to five other people in the shopping centre and got five completely different
answers… None of them knew the unbeatable offer of the Gospel. Each one had ‘cobbled together’ his or her own idea
of heaven. I came back with a heavy heart! – But at least I had an idea how I should approach this subject. - There were
fifteen women at the seminar aged between 24 and 75, all very different. As we introduced ourselves each one had her
own story to tell. Most of them just ‘hoped’ to ‘make it into heaven’! M. who was the oldest thought she would get to heaven
as she had survived fifty years with the same husband and he had made her life really difficult! Renate, my helpful assistant,
wrote this argument down on the flipchart as ‘martyrdom through marriage’. Even M. herself had to laugh at this…
We talked about: ‘Who would get to heaven? Who wouldn’t? K., the youngest one there, was strikingly quiet. Much later,
long after the seminar had finished, she came up to me and said, “Jesus has stretched out His hand to me and I want to
take hold of it!” She asked if I could pray with her. With tears she confessed her guilt and gave her life to the Lord Jesus!

So many visitors / visits and other things coming up for us in April…
st

1 April: A very special guest was with us: K. a lady doctor who was seeking information about further missionary work.
th
B., an older fellow worker from the Balkans, visited us 4 April and talked to us about his many years of experience…
We had given out many invitations for the Reflection on the Passion that we had on Good Friday at the FORUM.
On Easter Sunday we celebrated by having breakfast together, followed by a service. Hans–Georg was preaching.
th
8 April we had a family from Ecuador with us. They are field leaders of one of our partner missions.
th
12 April we have been invited again to the Chinese Church in Vienna. Hans–Georg will be responsible for the sermon at
their German–language service, while Margret is leading a session with the teeny–group at the same time.
th
th
A. came back recently from her short term placement in Zimbabwe. She is visiting us on 14 / 15 April for debriefing.
th
th
The FORUM leadership team is meeting on 19 April to prepare for our first Church Members Meeting (17 May).
nd
th
rd
Our 2 FORUM church holiday in Poellau, Styria will be held from 30 April to 3 May.

Family news…
th

On 16 March ANNIKA, our youngest, turned eighteen… She can now sign her own school–tests and many more things
besides! It is a strange feeling for us as parents never to have any more ‘parental authority’ after 35 years! It is all the more
reassuring for us to know that the LORD God does not let our children – and their families – out of His sight!

THANK YOU!
Yes, THANK YOU for continuing to ‘travel’ with us! THANK YOU for your fellowship, however many miles you are
away from us! THANK YOU for all your spiritual and financial support! You are a great encouragement to us!
EASTER 2015: With you we stand amazed again at the breadth, the length, the depth and the height of the love of
Our Risen LORD (Eph 3:18)! Yours in HIS service,

Hans–Georg, Margret & Annika
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